THE  LIFE OF  NKLSOX
The 20th of October opened with fresh bree/es from sonth-soutluvc.st and heavy rains. At, daybreak the Hritish fleet was near the Straits1 month, Iwt \vecn Cajws Trufalxar uitd Spartel, unabht to sec anything, but certain that, with the existing winds, the* onomy enuld n«»t havt» anticipated it then*. Bladk wood's frigates, out of sight t<» the n«*rthivard, wen* dogging the path of the allies, nf whose general position they were certain, although the thiek weather hid tlieiu from observation. At 7 A. M. the f'rigatt* •• l*Im'in*?< .signalled tu Nelson that the enemy Intro north. With the wind as it was and considering the position of the land, they must !«* standing to the northwest, so that tin* British fit^t wnfv and steered the same course, ke»epu»g parallel to the enemy and spreading lookouts in their direction. Socw aft*'r iu»ouf flu* weather clearing, Hlackwood thecombiited Herts \\ln*ri» hr» 'believed them to lx», under low sail, ami &* i-li»si» that tlu» " Euryalus " went about imnuMliatoly. At I i*. M, lit8 left tin* squadron in temporary charge* of a junior captain,          with
his own ship kept away south to Kjrak tin* admiral.    At he sighted tin* main body, and at ."i.L'0 was near cntitt^li tt> send  the  tc»h:»graphi(i message.  *»The  eiirmy appears deter-ininod to |>nsh to the westward,**    ** That/* wmte  Nelson in his diary, ** they shall nut d«», if in the pnwer <d' Ncl?;«»n liitil Bront^ to prevent them," und lie telegraphed back. ** I   r«dy upon your keeping sight of the* i»ni*my.ff   11i»* frigate.s and l«»nk-out ships, ho noted in his journal, hud M» tar discharged tlirir duties most admirably,   informing him  promptly nf all  tin* hostile inovonif-ntH;  he  wits  jtistiilwci llM^rffon* in the ficlence   that  they   would   do   sis   wi»ll   in  tin* approaching.
While Blackwood         c'cutiiiiiinieiitaiig, X«*lsi»n himHi*!f much of the time on tho " Victory^ l? jHi«»j.n    »Siu*iiij;            si
number   of  midshipmen anRemblod,  li«                     to
"This day or to-morrow  will 1m a                            for you,
young gentlemen/1 alluding to tltr»ir primfM*c*t of prnnir»finn after a Buceessfnl battle,   Thn                   :it dinner. In* xaid tn
some of the aompatiy, " TtMnorrow I mill do that which will give you younger gcmtlamcm  «om«tliing to           and
about for the rest of your HVOH, biifc I Khali not Ih^ t» about it myself; ^ and he uddc'd that he cxfuM-fel tn